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- By JOQEPH VOLZ S |a ciose under - pxes;me-“ :;rom

YWashington, Oct. 22 (News! Postal Service authorities. - .
Bureau) - — Richard Helms, for-| Under questioning by senators,

mer director- of . central _intelli- Helms Tefused to-say whether he

thought the .operaiion. had been
en i ated “under question-}:
gence, Indie der ques ilegal, He s-ud he was. ndt af

ing by the- Senate Intelligencejjjwver. i
Committes today that President | == I}
Lynidon Johnson. might.- have
Lknown about the Central Intel-
lignece Agency’s mail-opening
project at \'aw York’:. Aeuncu]
Airport. ’ o -

Helms told the commxttee thax. o .-
he believed he-“mentioned” th -
projeet — in which more "chan
215,000 pleces- of mail . were
opened over s 20-year perzo(‘ —
i Jo.mson during a ‘White
House meeting in toe sprmu- of
"1487. He saul there was ‘“‘no
written Tecord” of the sesswn,
however, .

Helms was CI-\ mrecotr from!
1986 o 1973.

The committee is attemptin
to find ont who. gave the onle1> )
for me mail-opening operation, .
which CIA officials have con- R
ceited was illegal. I Johnson
was aware ‘of the pro;ect as
Helms suggested, then there
apoalent“ was tacit p;esxdentxal_
sanction for it.-The operation,]
whicn began in 1953, continued|
for six years alter the WWhite:
Flouse meeting that Helms cxteu,,
umnl CIA offi Teials DrouO'nt it to:
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